


RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT staff bring forward amendments to the Zoning Bylaw to permit detached garden suites up to 

140m2 {1,500 ft2) or 15% of the lot area, whichever is less, in the following zones: A-1, A-2, A-3, A-4, 

RS-1, RS-1a, RS-1b, RS-1c, RS-id, RS-2, RS-3, and SRS. 

1.0 CONTEXT 

1.1 Recent Work 

At the April 26, 2022, Council Workshop, staff presented eleven regulatory options that were explored 

during the public consultation and review of accessory dwelling unit regulations in 2017 as well as the 

Detached Garden Suite Pilot Project (2018-2020). During the Workshop, Council directed staff to bring 

forward a report with detailed information and a description of the amendments for ten of the eleven 

recommendations. Table 1 below outlines the ten recommendations Council directed staff to move 

forward with, as well as the progress on each item. For information on work completed prior to 2022, 

see Appendix A, which outlines work from 2016 to 2020 regarding to potentially allow larger DGSs. 

Table 1: Council Directed Work and Progress to Date Since May 2023 

Item Progress 

1. Removal of the maximum and minimum gross floor area Completed. 

requirement for secondary suites Bylaw 7857-2022 adopted 

September 27, 2022. 

2. Development of 'Alternate Compliance Methods for In progress. More information to 

Alterations to Existing Buildings to Add a Secondary Suite' come. 

in the BC Building Code 

3. Options to potentially allow secondary suites in all single- In progress. More information to 

detached residential zones come. 

4. Permitting secondary suites in ground-orientated In progress (duplex only). More 

duplexes and townhouses information to come. 

5. Permitting secondary suites and detached garden suites Report to Council May 2, 2023. 

on the same lot in the Agricultural Land Reserve 

6. Allowing flexible siting of a detached garden suite on a lot More information to come in Q3 

2023. 

7. Removal of the minimum gross floor area requirement for Completed. 

detached garden suites Bylaw 7857-2022 adopted 

September 27, 2022. 

8. Permitting larger detached garden suites in specific Discussed in this report. 
residential zones 

9. Permitting secondary suites and detached garden suites More information to come in Q3 

on the same lot in all residential zones 2023. 

10. Development of program, for council consideration, that Subject to Council input, process 

would create "pre-approved" building plan templates for to be initiated in Q4 2023. 

detached garden suites 
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1.2 Official Community Plan Policy Alignment 

Maple Ridge's Official Community Plan (OCP) reflects the community's long-term vision to become 
more vibrant and prosperous, offering residents stable and special neighbourhoods, thoughtful 
development, and respect for the built and natural environment. Through the OCP housing policies, 
the need to provide a mix of housing types, densities, and affordable options is recognized. In order to 
meet the diverse residential needs of local residents, the OCP housing policies are intended to help: 

• Accommodate growth through infill by promoting housing types and tenures to support diverse 
needs, lifestyles, and preferences (Policy 3-1), by considering disparities in age, income, and 
mobility; 

• Support the provision of rental accommodation and encourage the construction of rental units 
that vary in size and number of bedrooms (Policy 3-31); and 

• Encourage housing that incorporates "age-in-place" concepts and seniors housing designed 
to accommodate special needs (Policy 3-33). 

1.3 Housing Action Plan Alignment 

Council endorsed the Housing Action Plan on September 30, 2014, and the Housing Action Plan 
Implementation Framework on September 14, 2015. The development and endorsement of the 
Housing Action Plan provides the opportunity to identify strategies and implement actions to enhance 
the Official Community Plan policy direction for affordable, rental, and special needs housing. The 
Implementation Framework contains actions that are based on the Housing Action Plan's strategies. 

There are endorsed strategies of the Housing Action Plan that relate to detached garden suites. The 
endorsed strategies are: 

• Create new rental housing opportunities; and 
• Expand the garden suites program. 

1.4 Housing Needs Report Findings 

On February 9, 2021, Council received a Housing Needs Report, which provided an understanding of 
current and anticipated housing needs within Maple Ridge. The Housing Needs Report found that 
there is a growing disconnect between what is available and what is affordable to Maple Ridge 
residents. The report found that the price of a single-detached home in Maple Ridge is becoming 
increasingly out-of-reach for dual-income households. Additionally, with limited rental units available 
locally, and throughout the Metro Vancouver region, rental unit rates are increasing and also becoming 
a less affordable housing option. 

The Housing Needs Report also highlighted Maple Ridge's limited housing diversity, as over half of the 
housing stock is single-detached dwellings. For seniors looking to downsize and remain in the 
community, there are limited options. Feedback from consultation emphasized the appeal of rancher­
style housing for seniors; however, stakeholders from the development community indicated that form 
of housing is land-intensive and not financially viable. The report notes that detached garden suites 
may provide a suitable ground-oriented option for seniors who are not interested in apartment-style 
living. 

The findings of the Housing Needs Report continued to reaffirm the objectives and policy direction of 
the Official Community Plan as well as the strategies and goals within the City's Housing Action Plan. 
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1.5 Current Zoning Bylaw Regulations - Detached Garden Suites 

The Maple Ridge Zoning Bylaw No. 7600-2019 regulates detached garden suites (DGS): where they 
can be located in the City, the size of the suite, the number of required parking spaces, private outdoor 
space, and where the suite can be situated on the lot. Table 2 and 3 in Appendix B summarizes the 
City's DGS requirements as well as the zones that currently permit a DGS. 

Under current Zoning Bylaw requirements, a DGS is not allowed where there is secondary suite on the 
same lot. Additionally, a DGS is not permitted on the same lot where there a Bed and Breakfast, 
Boarding, Caretaker Residential, Temporary Residential, or Two-Unit Residential Use (i.e. duplex). 

2.0 DISCUSSION: 

This section outlines what allowing larger detached garden suites (DGS) could look like on a lot that is 
557m2, and discusses how the proposed changes to the Zoning Bylaw to allow a DGS up to 140m2 
(1,500ft2) or 15% of the lot area (whichever is less) would not impact properties within the Agricultural 
Land Reserve. 

2.1. What We Have Heard About Detached Garden Suites in Maple Ridge 

The detached garden suites (DGS) program began in 2008. Since then, approximately 64 DGSs have 
been constructed within Maple Ridge and 22 applications are currently instream (Appendix C). 

Over the past few public consultation processes and recent development inquiries, the majority of 
those interested in building a DGS are families. Families are looking to leverage one property between 
two households, to provide attainable housing options for parents and adult children alike. Often 
parents have recently retired and want to remain in the family home for the next couple of years and 
the adult children are growing their young family and are looking to get into home ownership. The 
desired family housing plan is that when the parents are looking to downsize in the future, they will 
move into the DGS and their children and grandchildren will move into the larger family home. Families 
living in the same neighbourhood is becoming a less common option for young adult children as well 
as seniors. The Housing Needs Report (see Section 1.4 above) highlighted the limited options for 
seniors looking to downsize and remain in the community. 

Through the public consultation and inquiries, staff have heard that being able to build a larger DGS 
would make the unit more livable for families who are starting out and more desirable for seniors 
looking to downsize from a larger home. Ultimately, allowing larger DGSs will make this form more 
desirable in Maple Ridge. 

2.2. Example of Larger Detached Garden Suites 

There are approximately 10,000 properties within the Urban Area Boundary that are currently eligible 
to build a detached garden suite (DGS) (Appendix D). The majority of the eligible properties are zoned 
either: RS-1 (Single Detached Residential), which has a minimum lot area of 668m2, or RS-1b (Single 
Detached Medium Density Residential), which has a minimum lot size of 557m2. 

Currently, under the existing regulations a property that is zoned RS-1b and has a lot size of 557m2 
(which is the minimum lot area) cannot build a DGS larger than 55m2 (592ft2). To provide some 
perspective, 55m2 (592ft2) is slightly larger than the City's requirement for an enclosed two car garage. 
Under the proposed changes to permit up to 140m2 or 15% of the lot area, whichever is less, a RS-1b 
lot that is 557m2 could potentially achieve a DGS as large as 83m2 (893ft2). 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
From the outcomes of the Detached Garden Suite Pilot Project process, it is clear that larger detached 
garden suites, up to 140m2 (1,500ft2) or 15% of the lot area, whichever is less, has been the most 
popular and desired component of the regulatory review. The larger unit component received 
significant community support through the public consultation process in 2017 and the Detached 
Garden Suite Pilot Project (2018-2020).  
 
To date, the majority of inquiries regarding larger detached garden suites units has been from families, 
who are looking to leverage one property between two households in order to provide affordable 
housing options for parents and adult children. The Housing Needs Report emphasized Maple Ridge’s 
limited housing diversity and noted that seniors looking who are looking to downsize and remain in the 
community have limited options. The Housing Needs Report noted that detached garden suites may 
provide a suitable ground-oriented option for seniors who are not interested in apartment-style living.  
 
Permitting larger detached garden suites is supported by the Official Community Plan, such as Policy 
3-33, which encourages housing that incorporates “age-in-place” concepts and aligns with the City’s 
Housing Action Plan. 
 
Should Council move the recommendation forward for staff prepare amendments to the Zoning Bylaw 
to permit detached garden suites up to 140m2 (1,500 ft2) or 15% of the lot area, whichever is less, a 
report and draft bylaw will be brought to a future Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
  
 
 
“Original Signed by Krista Gowan”_______________ 
Prepared by:  Krista Gowan, MA 
 Planner 2 
 
 
“Original Signed by Charles R. Goddard”__________ 
Reviewed by: Charles R. Goddard, BA, MA 
  Director of Planning 
 
 
“Original Signed by Scott Hartman”________________ 
Concurrence: Scott Hartman 

Chief Administrative Officer 
 
The following appendices are attached hereto: 

Appendix A – Work to Date for Allowing Larger DGSs 
Appendix B – Current DGS Regulations and Zones 
Appendix C – Number of Completed and Instream DGS Applications 
Appendix D – Map of Properties Allowed to Have a DGS 
Appendix E – RS-1b Example Scenarios of Larger DGS  
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